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Grand Valley State College

Musician, Scholar, and Businessman
to Be Honored at Commencement
Grand Valley State College
will hold
its commencement
exercises on Saturday, May 9,
at 11 a.m. in the Field House.
Guest speaker will be Congressional Representative Guy VanderJagt.
The college will
confer honorary degrees upon
three
notable
personalities
this year--Grand Rapids symphony Director Catherine Comet,
Polish scholar Jerzy Altkorn,
and entrepreneur John W. Barfield.
Catherine Comet, a native of
France, began her leadership
of the Grand Rapids Symphony
last year and is becoming well
known in the area for her encouragement of new composers
by her inclusion of contemporary composers' works as well as
traditional
masterpieces
in
the
orchestra's
repertoire.
She began her musical studies
at the age of twelve and was
accepted as a special student
of the renowned Nadia Boulanger
in Paris.
Her studies next
took her to the Juilliard
School of Music, where she
earned a baccalaureate degree
in orchestral conducting by
the time she was eighteen.
She served as guest conductor
on several occasions with the
BBC symphony in London and as
conductor of the Paris Opera
National Ballet Company.
After coming to this country,
Comet was guest conductor for
various symphony orchestras,
which led to an appointment as
Exxon Arts Endowment Conductor
with the st. Louis Symphony and
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then as associate conductor of
the Baltimore Symphony. Grand
Valley State will award her an
honorary Doctor of Arts degree.
The college will confer an
honorary Doctor of Laws degree
upon Polish scholar Jerzy Altkorn.
He currently serves as
Rector of the Academy of Economics in Krakow, Poland, where
he began his academic career
in 1966. That institution and
GVSC have shared a successful
faculty /student exchange program for many years, and Grand
Valley State recognizes the
understanding and good will
Al tkorn has helped build crossnationally.
Altkorn is a
recognized Polish expert in
political science, the economics of trade and labor, and
sociology.
He has published
140 scientific papers, several
books,
and various student
manuals.
John w. Barfield, who will
also receive an honorary Doctor
of Laws degree, is a native of
Alabama who rose from his humble sharecropper family beginnings to become the leader of
a multimillion-dollar indus-

trial empire.
A high school
dropout whose first post-military job was that of custodian,
he now runs Barfield and Associates, an automotive drafting
and design firm, and the Barfield Manufacturing Company, a
special automotive parts supplier for the "big three" auto
makers.
Barfield is a strong supporter of higher education for
minorities and provides college
scholarships
to
low-income
academic achievers.
He is an
active supporter of his church
and a generous contributor to
the United Negro College Fund.
He has been an active supporter
of Grand Valley State's Minority Business Education Center,
where he has served as a mentor
to minority business students
and has also provided internships for them.
GVSC's
fall
1986,
winter
1987, and spring and summer
1987 graduates are eligible to
participate
in
commencement
exercises.
Eligible students
include nearly 900 earning
bachelor's degrees and 226
earning master's degrees.

Long-Term Disability Plan Improved
The · college's long term disability plan with Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association (TIAA) will be improved
with the plan's renewal on
October 1.
The college insures, through TIAA, a disability income for all faculty
and staff up to age 65 for any
disability lasting longer than
six months.
The monthly benefit pays 60 percent of the
individual's base salary at
the time of disability.

employees may receive benefits
if their disability prohibits
them from doing~ occupation
for which they are reasonably
trained or qualified. The definition of disability will be
changed to mean that persons
are disabled if they are unable to perform the duties of
their
current
job for
the
first two years of the disability.
TIAA will assist
with rehabilitation and educational training.•

"Last fall we requested bids
from a number of long-term
disability
carriers,•
said
Susan Klym, staff benefits assistant.
•we were concerned
that the definition of disability just wasn't providing
the initial coverage that we
all would expect.
Currently

After reviewing the bids for
both coverage levels and cost,
the college made the decision
to remain with TIAA.
The Personnel Office will be
sending additional information
about the plan to faculty and
staff prior to the October 1
renewal date.
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Across Campus
Forum on Biweekly Schedule

This issue of the Forum is
the last of the weekly issues
published during the academic
year.
The Forum is published
on alternate Mondays during
the summer.
The next issue
will be distributed on Monday,
May 18.
Grand Valley Review Available:
Contributions Needed for Next Issue

The summer issue of The Grand
Valley Review is now available.
Under the theme, "The Feminine," the issue includes written pieces and artwork by GVSC
faculty and staff.
Copies

will be distributed to campus
offices.
Plans are now under way for
the fall issue, which will
feature papers on the theme
"General Education and the
Liberal Arts."
The English
department will also consider
i terns of general interest to
the campus community. Faculty
and staff are invited to submit
essays, book reviews, short
fiction, poetry, art, and photography.
Send book reviews to Loretta
Wasserman, 106 Lake Superior
Hall, and all other works to
Gilbert Davis or Lillian Sigal,

101 Lake Superior Hall.
Submission deadline is September
10.

appear in their next issue.
Davis' article traces the Michigan portion of Mascagni's
ill-fated 1902 U. S. tour from
Detroit to Kalamazoo by way of
Grand Rapids .
Dewey Hoitenga, professor of
philosophy, will read a paper
entitled "Faith and Reason in
Socrates and st. Augustine" at
a conference at the University
of Toronto, May 28-31.
The
conference
celebrates
the
1600th anniversary of the conversion and baptism of St.
Augustine and is sponsored by
the Humanities Research Council
of Canada, the University of
Toronto, Trinity College, the
Toronto School of Theology,
and the Departments of Rel ig ious studies and Classics.
Donald :Klein, professor of
accounting, was appointed to
the state-wide centennial celebration committee of the Michigan Association of CPA's.
A review by Associate Professor of Communications Laura
·Gardner Salazar appears in the
current issue of News and Notes
for Children's Theatres.
She
reviewed a production of "The
Song of the Navigator," by the
Honolulu Theatre for Youth.
Salazar observed rehearsals of
the play in Hawaii on her sabbatical and reviewed the production during the mainland
tour at the Kennedy Center in
Washington D.C.

at a meeting of the Association
of Records Managers and Administrators on April 20.
His
topic was entitled "Records
Management-Facility Design."

Seidman House Remodeling
In Frogress

A major remodeling project
has begun in Seidman House and
will continue during the summer
months.
Those calling the
offices in that building may
experience some inconvenience
as the workmen rewire the facility. On Friday, May 8, the
building will be without electricity and offices there will
be relocated for the day. The
Forum will publish updates as
the work progresses.

Faculty Sketches
Theodore Berland, associate
professor of communications,
presented the William Harvey
Awards for Writing on Hypertension on April 24 in Las
Vegas. Berland is chairman of
the Awards Committee, which
supervises the prize, sponsored
jointly by Squibb Corporation
and the American Medical Writers' Association, of which he
is past national president.
Chic Broersma, campus minister, will receive the Doctor
of Ministry degree from Western
Theological Seminary on Monday,
May 18.
He wrote his dissertation on "The Biblical Sage
as Paradigm for the Practice
of Campus Ministry."
Thomas . Casaletto, an adjunct
faculty member in the Philosophy, Department, recently published his first novel, A State
of Emergency.
Based on the
film of the same name, the
book explores the now-familiar
threat of nuclear extinction
by connecting this scientific
issue with religious concerns.
Published by Richardson and
Steirman of New York & distributed by Kampmann & Company,
Inc. , the novel is currently
available in paperback edition
and will soon be available in
the Main Deck Bookstore.
Gilbert R. Davis, professor
of English, has been notified
by the journal Michigan History
that his article on Pietro
Mascagni, composer of the opera
11 Cavalleria
Rusticana," will

Robert Vrancken, associate
professor of management, spoke

Coming Events
Theatre Ferformance to Benefit
Scholarship Frogram

Invitations will be mailed
soon for a benefit performance
of "Brighton Beach Memoirs" at
the Grand Rapids civic Theatre.
The special performance will be
held on Wednesday, June 17,
and
proceeds
will
benefit
GVSC's scholarship programs.
Ticket prices are $10 for contributors and $25 for patrons.
A "Meet the Cast" reception
will follow the performance.
The event is sponsored by
the Grand Valley Club and the
Alumni
Association.
Last
year's benefit performance of
"A Chorus Line" raised over
$1,000
for the Scholarship
Fund.
Follery Sale !'lay 6 and 7

The annual spring pottery
sale will be held on Wednesday
and Thursday, May 6 and 7,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the
sidewalk in front of Kirkhof
Center.
Pieces for sale have
been made by GVSC sculpture
and ceramics students.
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Office Items
Available
Editors Note:
Occasionally
an office on campus may discover unneeded items they have
that others might be able to
use.
This new column will
appear periodically as a way
to share such information.
Office: Physical Therapy
Contact Person: Sue Couturier
Phone: 3356
100 used file folders
12 packages of file tabs
24 sheets of labels
1 glass coffee pot
3 stacking trays

Job Openings
Clerical, Office and Technical
Records Auditor, Registrar's
Office. $8.36-$9.66.
Bookstore Clerk, Bookstore.
$6.99-$8.10.
Executive, Administrative and
Professional
Admissions Counselor,
Admissions (search reopened).
$17,975-$29,575.

Corporate and Foundation
Relations Assistant, WGVC/
WGVK-TV.
$17,975-$29,575.
Research Associate, Seidman
School of Business--Facilities
Management. $23,000-$36,800.
Physical Plant Supervisor,
Physical Plant.
$19,725$32,500.
For more information, call
Personnel, ext. 3215.

Associate Director,
Admissions.
$24,575-$41,725.

Calendar of Events
Saturday, May 9
11 a.m.: Commencement. Field House.
Baseball. GVSC at Oakland University.
1 p.m.:
Sunday, May 10
1 p.m.: Baseball.

Ferris at GVSC.

